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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 

Firstly, let’s all congratulate Darius and Cathy Brubeck for holding the Africa/Middle East flag 
high at IAJE and getting the IAJE Executive to approve our bid to showcase our AME region 
during the 2010 IAJE Conference in New York. It is the tireless and never-ending efforts of Cathy 
and Darius to elevate the levels of jazz education in South Africa to higher standards – you are 
both an inspiration to all of us. 
 

In support of the 2010 IAJE Showcase in New York I have in my own way started lobbying 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, INDIVIDUALS AND CORPORATE COMPANIES to come on 
board and assist SAJE in concertizing our 2010 IAJE showcase in the USA. The SAJE Executive 
Board will be informed as the lobbying process unfolds. 
 

The JOY OF JAZZ FESTIVAL  held in August (Johannesburg) gave performance opportunities 
to the Standard Bank National Youth Jazz Band, The Music Academy of Gauteng, Heritage Music 
School, Pretoria Technikon and several community-based music programmes. SAJE values 
Standard Bank’s and T-Musicman’s partnership in assisting us to nurture and develop South 
Africa’s young musical talent. My congratulations to Allan Webster (SBNYJF) and to all the 
fellow musicians who conducted Jazz Workshops in Grahamstown (July 2007) – your enormous 
efforts are not going unnoticed. SIYANIBONGA! 
 

THE COUNT BASIE ORCHESTRA at the MUSIC ACADEMY OF G AUTENG 
The Count Basie Orchestra visit to our school will remain an eternal memory. Once more thank 
you STANDARD BANK, T-Musicman (Peter Tladi, Mojalefa Gwangwa and Fitzroy Ncukana). 
“Johnny! Your young musicians can swing and they play with a lot of musical passion.” A remark 
by BILL HUGHES (Basie conductor) after conducting the MAG Senior Youth Jazz Orchestra. 
The Basie Workshops were captured on DVD for our school’s archives. 
 

THAT’S ALL FROM ME FOR NOW. 
 

Yours truly, 
 

Johnny Mekoa 
SAJE President 
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·  The UCT Big Band conducted by Darryl Andrews at Livingstone 
High School. 
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Tour to Grahamstown: At the end of the second term the high school music department embarked on a tour to 
Grahamstown participating in the annual Standard Bank National Youth Jazz Festival. Three staff: Antoinette 
Blyth, Alistair McDonald and John Walton, plus Old Boy Alexei du Bois accompanied the 29 chaps that included 
both our Jazz Band and Madrigal Ensemble who performed as individual groups and then combined to sing some 
"Manhattan Transfer" numbers including Tuxedo Junction, Java Jive and How High the Moon. The cherry on top 
was that four of our chaps (out of about 350 who attended the course) were chosen for the National Schools Band 
that comprises 18 members. The lads are Joe “Mackie” MacMillan (Trombone), James “Dynamite” McClure who 
was chosen to play lead trumpet for the band – i.e. the best in S.A.!!!, Blake Hellaby (Piano), Stefan Maharage 
(Trumpet) and  Old Boy (’06) Sisonke Xonti was chosen to play in the National Youth Jazz Band. All in all a 
remarkable achievement by our lads and I know that many of them had their musical epiphany during the festival. 
They were mentored by some of the greatest musicians in the world and I know that this experience will contribute 
to the further building up of our already strong music tradition. 
Senior Jazz Band: The band was invited to star in the annual Brass Band Pops as an inspiration to the members 
of the many bands that have formed in our Cape Flats' communities. These bands are striving for what we already 
have regarding formal musical development and experience and which we all too often take for granted.  It was our 
privilege to be part of this amazing event which lasted well beyond pumpkin time. We featured Matthew Rightford 
and Ian McNair singing the latest addition to our repertoire: "Me and My Shadow" - that old Sammy Davis Junior 
and Frank Sinatra favorite; and when we started playing "The Best of Gloria Estefan" the City Hall absolutely 
erupted.  I don't think our chaps have ever experienced such a warm and enthusiastic reception before.  I look 
forward to ongoing contact with our fellow musicians in the communities and believe that this will be an extremely 
enriching bilateral experience for all concerned. 
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VIC ELLIS SCHOLARSHIP FOR JAZZ GUITAR  
 

The UKZN School of Music is proud to announce the establishment 
of the Vic Ellis Scholarship for Jazz Guitar, in honour of the 
memory of the late guitarist, composer Vic Ellis.  
 

The scholarship is an annual award of R10 000 to a student of jazz 
guitar, based on academic merit and financial need. Vic Ellis’s wife 
Pat, and daughters, Genevieve and Nichola are very pleased that the 
scholarship will allow Vic to be remembered in a way that he would 
like. His wife Pat said, “When he was young, Vic would have 
appreciated the opportunity to further his study of the guitar. It is 
now fitting that, in his name, some young person can be given the 
chance to realize his dream!” 
 

Director of the Centre for Jazz and Popular Music, Mr Mageshen 
Naidoo, traced Vic’s career in music at a recent jazz concert. In the 

1970s, Vic entertained in folk clubs in South Africa and Britain. His songs, A Thousand Miles, Wake Up and Let’s 
Ride were recorded by artists such Billy Forrest, Themba Ntombela and Richard Loring.  
 

Dr Connie Israel of the UKZN Foundation accepted the cheque on behalf of the university. Both the UKZN School of 
Music and the UKZN Foundation sincerely thanked the Ellis family for their generous contribution. 
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Marc Duby  obtained his PhD from the University of Pretoria in April 2007. 
Lydia vom Hagen  (part-time lecturer: voice) performed the live opening of Big Brother with Amampondo. 
John Davies  (part-time lecturer: trombone) and Kevin Davidson  (full-time lecturer: saxophone) performed with 
American jazz legend Pharoah Sanders  @ Emperor’s Palace. 
Marc Duby  (HoD), Roland Moses  (full-time lecturer: piano), and Kevin Davidson  performed three public concerts 
with the Retro-Swing ensemble. 
A doctoral student from the Université Paris VIII, Mlle Lorraine Roubertie , visited the department to obtain further 
information on her PhD research under the supervision of Prof Denis-Constant Martin, about the reappearance of 
South African jazz since the fall of apartheid.  
The UCT Big Band  visited the department on the 27th July for a joint workshop with the TUT Big Band . 
School of Music students and lecturers will be participating in the Soweto Festival  in September. 
A student ensemble performed during the recent Standard Bank Joy of Jazz Festival . 
3 voice students took part in the SAMRO International Competition for Singers . 
John Fourie  (ex-part time lecturer guitar) died after a long illness on the 19th August ��������������
������   �!���"#"  
Staff from the school took part in his tribute concert @ Wits Theatre on 8 September. 
Delfeayo Marsalis  (trombone, New Orleans, USA) presented a workshop @ School of Music. 
Dr Marc Duby  was nominated to serve as Adviser to the National Arts Council  in Music field. 
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�   (Reprinted with permission from the author) 
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�   Editor: For further reading on Johnny Fourie  go to www.joemoretti.org/page45.htm  
�
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This year’s Standard Bank National Youth Jazz Festival attracted the largest number of student participants in its 
16-year history, with 320 students from around the country traveling to Grahamstown for six days, either to 
audition for the national bands or just to meet jazz peers and benefit from the jazz musicians and teachers 
assembled. 
 

The growth at the SBNYJF is a clear indication that there is growth throughout the country in jazz education, 
through formal and informal institutions. It is also clear, though, that there is much still to be done in providing 
infrastructure and jazz education opportunities for young players. Whilst most of the students attending are 
products of established youth jazz programmes, there were many who made their own way there without assistance 
from teachers or institutions. 
 

Grahamstown has proven to be a good locality for the national festival, as it is almost equally difficult for everyone 
to get to, which means that the festival has not fallen prey to accusations of provincialism such as would be 
possible if it was in one of the bigger centres. It also piggy-backs the National Arts Festival with its audience of 
140 000, thus providing a ready-made audience for the Jazz Festival that could not easily be replicated elsewhere 
for a youth festival. 
 

The elision of the SBNYJF with the Main Jazz Stage of the National Arts Festival since 2004, along with the 
extended support from Standard Bank that it entailed, has bolstered what the SBNYJF can offer students. It has 
particularly meant that the festival is able to bring in a substantial range of teachers and performers from around the 
country, who interact with each other and perform but, more importantly from an SAJE perspective, are able to 
offer young players a host of jazz role models and ideas on jazz. It is also an ideal opportunity for networking 
within the South African jazz education fraternity. 
 

The SBNYJF has as its central intention the development of South African jazz, but has also managed over the past 
couple of years to attract numerous foreign musicians and teachers, producing an exciting international vibe in 
Grahamstown. This has led to the extension of networks for South African musicians, and many musicians have 
travelled overseas as a direct result of meeting Swedish, Dutch, Swiss or US musicians in Grahamstown. It has also 
given South African youth players a sense of some of what is happening elsewhere in the world. Central to this has 
been our acquisition of funding from European funding sources to cover the travel costs and fees of foreign 
musicians. 
 

This internationalism began in 2002 with the visit of IAJE past President Dennis Tini and Chris Collins from 
Detroit, who covered their own costs and have been very supportive of the festival over an extended period. 
Significant assistance came with the award of funding by the South African and Swedish governments for an 
exchange programme 2004-2007 between the SBNYJF and the Stockholm Jazz Orchestra, which covered the costs 
of Swedish musicians in Grahamstown for three years and tours to Sweden for the National Youth Jazz Bands. We 
are hoping to be able to offer an extended exchange programme in the future, as the past three years have benefited 
a large number of young South African musicians. 
Also in place are exchange programmes with Dutch, Norwegian and Swiss organisations, and we hope to have 
some exciting announcements soon in this regard, with possible foreign tours for future national bands. We have 
had an in creasing foreign youth presence in Grahamstown and have already had applications from 6 foreign youth 
bands for participation in the SBNYJF 2008, though this will need to be carefully vetted to ensure that we do not 
accept foreign students in place of South Africans. 
 

This year saw the first substantial group of Zimbabwean youth jazz musicians attending the SBNYJF, with an 11-
piece band, Jazz Sensations, traveling from Harare. They were showcased on the Main Stage and took part in the 
workshop programme. It might be worthwhile for SAJE to investigate possible assistance for young jazz musicians 
of the southern African region to be incorporated in our regional jazz growth as there is much talent in countries 
such as Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Zambia and Botswana, but little infrastructure to assist in youth development. 
 

Two national bands are chosen each year in Grahamstown - the Standard Bank National Youth Jazz Band (NYJB) 
and the Standard Bank National Schools Big Band (NSBB). The band members are chosen on stringent audition 
from the 320 young musicians from around South African who come to the festival.  
 

The increasing quality of the NSBB indicates that high schools around the country are genuinely teaching jazz 
skills, and there is a pleasing gender, ethnic and geographical spread. The conductor of the NSBB this year was 
Mageshen Naidoo, Head of Jazz at UKZN, with past conductors since 1995 including Johnny Mekoa, John Davies, 
Darryl Andrews, Mike Skipper, Jeff Robinson, Brian Thusi, Merlin Julie, Mike Rossi, Graham Beyer and Shannon 
Mowday. 
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Members of the NSBB 2007 were: Sax – Dean Bellingan (Parel Vallei High, Somerest West), Justin Bellairs 
(Westerford High, Cape Town), Jonathan Judge (Kearsney College, Durban), Mohamed Dawjee (Sutherland High, 
Pretoria), Kim Raad (Bergvliet High, Cape Town); Trumpet – James McClure (SACS, Cape Town), Gareth Burger 
(Stirling High, East London), Stefan Maharage (SACS, Cape Town), Tracey-Lee Theunissen (Bergvliet High, 
Cape Town); Trombone – Hashil Chiba (Stirling High, East London), Siya Charles (Pearson High, Port Elizabeth), 
Joseph Macmillan (SACS, Cape Town), Sonya Steyn (Stirling High, East London); Guitar - Matthew Field 
(Westerford High, Cape Town); Piano – Blake Hellaby (SACS, Cape Town); Bass – Mikyle Raju (Stirling High, 
East London); Drums – Reuben Crowie (South Peninsula High, Cape Town); Vocal – Wathiq Hoosain (Westerford 
High, Cape Town) 
 

The small ensemble selected as the NYJB has an average age of only 19, and some have formal postgraduate 
university jazz degrees while others have risen to the top through their extraordinary natural talent, despite their 
lack of opportunity. The band included Kyle du Preez on Trombone for the third time, who is still only a high 
school student at Victoria Park in Port Elizabeth. 
 

The conductor of the band is each year a South African musician of significant status and experience, as well as 
being a teacher and composer. The conductors are drawn from the wide array of the South African jazz spectrum 
and have included Marc Duby, Barney Rachabane, Darius Brubeck, Carlo Mombelli, Zim Ngqawana, Brian Thusi 
and this year Andrew Lilley, Acting Head of the Jazz School at UCT. The NYJB 2007 performs his compositions 
and arrangements. 
 

The NYJB performs around South Africa at the country’s major festivals and has performed internationally at the 
North Sea Jazz Festival in Den Hague, The Netherlands in July 2004, in Stockholm, Sweden in March 2006 and on 
a tour of northern Sweden in October 2006 as part of an exchange programme funded jointly by the governments 
of South Africa and Sweden. Aside from Grahamstown, the NYJB 2007 played at the end of August in the 
Standard Bank Joy of Jazz Festival in Johannesburg and will play at the Cape Town International Festival in March 
2008. 
 

The NYJB 2007 is Sax - Byron Abrahams (UCT, Cape Town), Sisonke Xonti (Little Giants/UCT, Cape Town); 
Trumpet - Lwanda Gogwana (Little Giants/UCT, East London); Trombone - Kyle du Preez (Victoria Park High, 
Port Elizabeth); Vocals - Monique Hellenberg (UCT, Cape Town); Guitar - Tim Robinson (NMMU, Port 
Elizabeth); Piano - Shem Mahabeer (UKZN, Durban); Bass - Tshepang Modisane (Venda University, Mafikeng); 
Drums - Blessing Zondi (UKZN, Durban). It is pleasing to see the geographical spread of the members of the band, 
and especially that a student from Venda, where a jazz programme is being developed, was selected for the band. 
 
 

Alan Webster 
Director: Standard Bank National Youth Jazz Festival 
 
 

The 2007 National Schools Big Band with Mageshen Naidoo    The 2007 National Youth Jazz Band with Andrew Lilley 
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Toronto to Host the 35th IAJE Annual Conference: Excitement is already building  
for the 35th IAJE Annual Conference, which will be in Toronto, Canada, Jan. 9 - 12,  
2008. Toronto is a vibrant city with a strong jazz community that is energized to host  
the IAJE Conference. With favorable exchange rates, a moderate winter climate, and one 
of the world's friendliest borders, Toronto has much to offer IAJE conference participants.�The Fairmont Royal 
York, Toronto Sheraton, and the Intercontinental Hotels along with the Metro Convention Centre will host the 
conference. Recognized as the largest gathering of the global jazz community, upwards of 7,000 educators, 
musicians, record executives, exhibitors, media, and enthusiasts are expected to attend. 
Conference Agenda: Education, teacher training and outreach will be firmly at the heart of the conference agenda 
that will also feature Canada's most respected and influential jazz performing artists. With the variety of clinics, 
concerts, and a 60,000 square-foot music industry exposition with something for everyone, the 2008 IAJE 
conference program promises to be one of the strongest conferences yet. 
Teacher Training: Aimed at educators with minimal exposure or background in jazz, the goal of the conference 
Teacher Training Track is to provide information and techniques that are accessible and applicable to the 
classroom or private lesson setting. The atmosphere is one of collegiality and sharing, where jazz learning is made 
"user friendly." This year's track will again provide a special opportunity for teachers and professional artists to 
hone their skills performing for young audiences through a series of sessions called "Connecting With Kids." 
Technology Track: The IAJE Technology Track will feature jazz-related usages of contemporary music 
technology. Session topics will include hands-on training in popular music software, using technology to support 
jazz education in and out of the classroom, fund raising, and more. The hands-on lab will provide a plethora of 
specialty sessions in an intimate, small group setting. 
Exposition: The conference will feature a 60,000 square-foot industry exposition where instrument manufacturers, 
music publishers, specialty travel agencies, recording companies, festivals, colleges and universities, artist booking 
agencies and others will exhibit products and services. The exhibit hall will open with fanfare on Thursday 
evening, January 11. 
Highlights: Other conference highlights will include the annual NEA Jazz Master Awards Concert; performances 
by the IAJE Sisters in Jazz Collegiate All-Stars, the Clifford Brown/Stan Getz All-Stars and a number of 
outstanding school ensembles from around the world; the world premiere of the SOCAN/IAJE Phil Nimmons 
Established Composer commission; the premiere of the ASCAP/IAJE Commissions honoring Frank Foster and the 
Herb Alpert Endowment Fund/IAJE Gil Evans Commission; research paper presentations; and pre-conference 
workshops to provide training and development for IAJE volunteer leaders and unit officers. 
With more than 10,000 members in 56 countries, IAJE is the leading authority and primary voice for the promotion 
of jazz through education and outreach. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN ASSOCIATION FOR JAZZ EDUCATION 

CHAPTER OF IAJE 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION /RENEWAL 2007-2008 
 

Please go onto our website: http://www.saje.org.za  and fill in the form on the 
 “Become a Member” link. 
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